SHARON MoraviaN CHURCH

(Built by Slaves — 1799)
Sharon, St. Thomas. BB22136

T, I
10 (NKJV)

Sunday, December 17, 2023
Third Sunday in Advent

9:30 a.m.

Welcome: A warm Christian welcome is extended to all worshipping
with us, whether you are here in the sanctuary or connecting by way
of our livestream. We continue in the season of Advent to rejoice in
the name of the Saviour born for us — Jesus.

Proverbs 18

Pastor: Rev. Ezra Parris
(Manse: 246-546-0344)

Associate Pastor: Rev. David Ince
Church Office/Pastor’s Study: 246-425-4011
Email: sharon.moravian.church@gmail.com
Church Vestry Tel: 425-0164

WATCHWORD: May the God of peace sanctify you entirely; and
may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Thessalonians 5:23)

Provincial Theme 2023:
“SHIFT: Reclaiming Our Identity, Renewing Our Purpose,
and Re-Igniting Our Passion”
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ORDER OF SERVICE » '\ "
Organ Prelude & f»abm%i #@1;?( 7E )

Introit THIRD SUNDAY OFM

Recitation: Welcome — Kairos Bishop

Opening Hymn: 60 — “Angels We Have Heard on High”

Opening Prayer — Sis. Shirley Cadogan

Church Choir Selection — “One Small Child”

Recitation: The Meaning of Christmas — Jemaria George-Ollivere

Song — Women’s Fellowship

WORSHIP IN TITHES & OFFERINGS

Recitation: Special Giving — Davian Newsam

Offertory Hymn: 66 — “All Poor Men and Humble”

Prayer of Dedication of Tithes & Offerings

Offertory Doxology: “Thanks, Thanks, I Give You Thanks”

Celebrations & Notices

Recitation:  Angel’s Lullaby — Madison Browne, Maximilian Arthur, Kyler
Watson & Kaleb Blackman-Gibbons

Recitation: The Shepherds — Ahmir Worrell

Solo — Bro David Greenidge

Presentation: Gifts for Baby Jesus — Tahlia Miller, Jarad Lewis, Asha Jones,
Davonte Brathwaite, Jamario Lewis, Gabrielle Hazzard.

Recitation: A King Forever — King Walrond-Williams

Hymn 43 — “O How Shall I Receive Thee”

Reflection ——Rev. David Ince

Hymn 68 — “Away In A Manger”

Presentation of Gifts

Church Choir Selection — “Never A Baby”

Recitation: Our Programme

Closing Hymn: 71 — “Jesus Come Today”

Benediction

Feliz Navidad — Sunday School

Visit our Website at http://sharonmoravian.info; Visit our Facebook Page and
subscribe to our YouTube Channel. These are means by which we can connect to
our brothers and sisters, and get the word out on what’s happening in the church.
Like us; Follow us; Re-post us.
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Organ Prelude
Introit

Recitation: Welcome — Kairos Bishop

Hymn 60 —
Angels we have heard on high
Sweetly swinging o'er the plains
And the mountains in reply
Echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo
Gloria in excelsis Deo

Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
Which inspire your heav’nly song?

Come to Bethlehem and see
Christ whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee,
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.

See Him in a manger laid
Whom the choirs of angels praise
Mary, Joseph lend your aid




Song — Women’s Fellowship

Worship In Tithes & Offerings:

Recitation: Special Giving — Davian Newsam

Offertory Hymn: 66 —

All poor men and humble,
All lame men who stumble,
Come haste ye, nor feel ye afraid,;
With Jesus, our treasure,
With love past all measure,

In lowly poor manger was laid.

Though wise men who found him
Laid rich gifts around him,
Yet oxen they gave him their hay;
And Jesus in beauty
Accepted their duty;
Contented in manger he lay.

Then haste we to show him
The praises we owe him;
Our service he ne’er can despise:
Whose love still is able
To show us that stable
Where softly in manger he lies.

TR

CEBEGEAE

Prayer of Dedication of Tithes & Offerings
Thanks, thanks, | Give You thanks

Thanks, thanks, | give You thanks
For all You’ve done
| am so blessed
My soul is at rest
O Lord, I give You thanks.
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Celebrations & Notices

Recitation:  Angel’s Lullaby — Madison Browne, Maximilian Arthur,
Kyler Watson & Kaleb Blackman-Gibbons

Presentation: Gifts for Baby Jesus — Tahlia Miller, Jarad Lewis, Asha
Jones, Davonte Brathwaite, Jamario Lewis, Gabrielle
Hazzard.

Hymn 43 —

O how shall I receive Thee,
How greet Thee, Lord, aright?
All nations long to see thee,
My hope, my heart's delight!
O kindle, Lord, most holy,
Thy lamp within my breast,
To do in spirit lowly
All that may please Thee best.

Thy Zion palms is strewing,
And branches fresh and fair;
My heart, its powers renewing,
An anthem shall prepare.

My soul puts off her sadness
Thy glories to proclaim;
With all her strength and gladness
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She fain would serve Thy Name.

Love caused Thy incarnation,
Love brought Thee down to me;
Thy thirst for my salvation
Hath gained my liberty;

O love beyond all telling,
That led Thee to embrace,

In love all love excelling,
Our lost and fallen race!

Rejoice then, ye sad-hearted,
Who sit in deepest gloom,
Who mourn o'er joys departed,
And tremble at your doom;
He who alone can cheer you
Is standing at the door;

He brings His pity near you,
And bids you weep no more.

Reflection —— Rev. David Ince

Hymn 68 —

Away in a manger, No crib for His bed
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay

The cattle are lowing the baby awakes
But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.
| love thee, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky
And stay by my bedside till morning is nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus; | ask thee to stay
Close by me forever, and love me, | pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care
And fit us for heaven, to live with thee there.



Presentation of Gifts

Closing Hymn: 71 -

Jesus come today, for a poor, poor man like me,
Salvation come my way, my soul set free.
Jesus come for all, and we must hear His call;
Open up your heart today, and let it be.

Nuh matter if you t’ief, or if you dread,

Or if yuh have a crown pun yuh head.

Nuh matter if you have no heart at all,

Jesus bring love for one and all.
Sing it children.
| for Jesus, you for Jesus,
All for Jesus, fall for Jesus,
Come to Jesus.
Jesus come for one, he come for all.

Jesus come for I, see manger where He lie.
See cross where He must die, for a wretch like me.
For God so loved the world,

Man, woman, boy and girl;

He gave His Son for you, His Son for me.

Jesus Christ today, the same as yesterday;
The one, the only way, the King for me.
Let it come to pass, mankind find love at last;
Just as it was time past, so let it be.
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The Benediction



Organ Postlude

Welcome, Celebrations & Notices

A warm Christian welcome is extended to all worshipping with us, whether
you are here in the sanctuary or connecting by way of our livestream. We
continue in the season of Advent to rejoice in the name of the Saviour born for
us — Jesus.

Today: Judy Dear & Pauline Stevenson

Advanced: Alvin Maynard & Amani Millar (17"), Brian Maynard &
Resa Williams (18™), Sidaine Pilgrim & Brandon Taylor (20"), Mavis
Adams, Maureen Chase & Krystal Eversley (21%), Elroy Carter &
Edwin Lawrence (23")

MORAVIAN BIRTHDAY SONG

With Thy presence, Lord, our Head and Saviour,
Bless them all we humbly pray;
Our dear heavenly Father’s love and favour
Be their comfort every day.

May the Holy Ghost in each proceeding,
Favour them with his most gracious leading;
Thus shall they be truly blessed,

Both in labour and in rest.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE & INVOLVEMENT

T Today: Divine Worship & Sunday School Christmas Celebration at
9:30 a.m.

¥ This Week:

¥ Office Hours — Tuesday and Friday, 8:30 a.m.— 12:30 p.m. and 1:30 — 4:30
p.m. (D. C. Moore Centre).

T Tuesday: Women’s Fellowship — First & Third Tuesdays: In the
Sanctuary at 4:00 p.m. All other Tuesdays: Online at 6:00
p.m.

v Friday: Choir Rehearsal at 7:00 p.m.
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7 Next Sunday: Divine Worship at 9:30 a.m.

Activities in the Month of December 2023:

¥ Sunday School Christmas Celebration — Sunday, 17" at 9:30 a.m.
# Worship on Christmas Day — Monday, 25" at 5:00 a.m.
¥ Watch-Night Service — Sunday, 31%, 10:30 p.m.

YDYRDE
BEBEE

NEWS, INFORMATION & REMINDERS

1.

Thanks to all who supported our Missionary Festival. We have collected so
far, $10,578.60 on our way to our target of $13,000 for 2023. If you have
not made your contribution as yet or returned your collection box, you can
still do so. Direct contributions can also be made and contributions in
memory of loved-ones. Funds raised will go towards local missions, and to
missionary endeavours across the region and the world through the
various mission organisations of the Moravian Church.

February 10, 2024 will be Sharon’s 225th Anniversary of the first laying of

a cornerstone here at Sharon. A committee has been at work and the

activities planned so far include:

T 225th Anniversary Service — February 11, 2024 — 4:00 p.m.

T Fun Day - April 1, 2024

T “The George Ramsay Memorial” Lecture — Thursday, May 16, 2024
T Anniversary Dinner & Gala — Date to be confirmed.

The PEC (Provincial Board) announces:

T The Provincial family expresses condolences to Rev. Vera Waithe and
family of the Barbados Conference on the death of her brother Feliston
Gilkes. Bro. Gilkes died on Sunday, December 3rd in Canada after a
brief illness. He was 56 years old. Please remember the family in prayer,
especially his wife Sandra and their sons Kofi and Kymani.

T We have learned of the passing to the more immediate presence of God
on December 4, 2023, of the Rev Peter Madsen Gubi, M.A. at the age of
93. The son of Bishop Peter Madsen Gubi and Mrs. Maud Gubi. He was
born in St. Thomas, Virgin Islands on May 3, 1930.

T Bro. Gubi lived as a child in St. Thomas, Antigua, and Barbados
attended the Antigua Grammar School and Harrison’s College in
Barbados.

T He was ordained to the Diaconate in 1953 by Bishop Herbert Connor
and marked the 70th anniversary of ordained ministry earlier this year.
Bro. Gubi served the Cedar Hall congregation in Antigua; Zion,
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Bethesda, and Bethel in St. Kitts in two terms — 1954 — 1956 and 1961 —
1964. He served in Barbados in two terms, 1956 — 1961 and 1967 — 1975.
Following the devastation in Tobago by Hurricane Flora in 1963, Bro.
Gubi was called to Tobago and was largely responsible for designing
Moriah and other churches and rebuilding some of the churches there.
In 1975 the Gubis relocated to the British Province and served several
congregations there before his retirement.

Bro. Peter Gubi was predeceased by his elder brother, John, and a
sister. Sister Joyce Gubi predeceased him several years ago, but he is
survived by a daughter, Anne, and a son the Rev. Professor Dr. Peter
Madsen Gubi as well as a sister, and a brother, retired Moravian
minister, the Rev. Paul Gubi.

4. We are thankful for your financial support.

i

We do need your ongoing support so that we can maintain our ministry,
our facilities and paying property insurance. So we ask for your
continued faithfulness in giving as you are able.

You are reminded that labelled envelopes can be dropped into the slot
in the front door of the Manse.

Generally, those who would give electronically can do so by direct
deposit to our account at Scotiabank, Warrens — 40274. You can also
give via SurePay at a walk-in kiosk or using your online account. At
SurePay you can make payments anonymously to the Moravian Church
(Account No: 1765-1768-0000, Name: Sharon Moravian Church), or if
you need your donations recorded for tax purposes and you have a box
of envelopes; make payments to the Moravian Church (Account No:
1765-1768-0-[your 3-digit envelope number], Name: Your Name). Visit
www.sharonmoravian.info/giving-monetary for these details.

5. Remember to listen to the Moravian Radio Programme: “Moravian Voice”
on Thursday mornings at 9:30 a.m. on Life 97.5 FM.

i

Our radio broadcast ministry Moravian Voice has been on the air for
some 32 years, since Wednesday, July 18, 1990. We rejoice that we have
been able to offer this ministry and we are thankful to all our
listenership and all who hosted and provided content over the years. We
are thankful to our congregations which faithfully sponsored the
programme.

We invite you to tune in for inspiration and information to enable you
in your Christian walk and service.

Moravian  Voice will also be available on Instagram
(www.instagram.com/moravianvoice/) and the YouTube Channel of the
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Moravian Church Barbados Conference
(https://youtube.com/c/TheMoravianChurch-BarbadosConference).
T You can email your comments and requests  to:
moravianvoice@gmail.com

D
Provincial Theme 2023:

“SHIFT: Reclaiming Our Identity, Renewing Our Purpose, and Re-Igniting Our
Passion”

“Broadly speaking, renewing identity speaks of who we are as Christ-followers;
renewing our purpose speaks to why the church exists; re-igniting our passion speaks
to our willingness to share our faith with others. — Chairman of PEC

PRAYER NEEDS:

1. OQur_Shut-ins: Sis. Aileen Bowen, Sis. Thora Moore, Sis.
Patterson Williams

2. The Sick/Recovering:

w Of our congregation: Sis. Ansonia Cox-Burgess, Sis.
Shanna King (USA), Sis. Lelia Gibbs

3. The Bereaved: We express condolences to and pray for:

T Bro. Andrew Lowe and family on the passing of his
grandfather, Darnley Price. A Service of Thanksgiving for
his life will be held here at Sharon on Thursday, December
21, 2023 commencing at 11:00 a.m.

1 Sis. Carmel Downes and the entire Gilkes family on the
passing of her brother, Bro. Feliston Gilkes.

T Sis. Emelda Charles-Clarke and family on the passing of
her husband, Dr. Desmond Clarke.

4. World Peace

wa“’

AVAILABLE (Through the Church Office):
% Moravian Daily Text 2023: American Paperback Edition — $25
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Offering Envelopes for 2023 — We invite each member of the congregation to receive a
box of envelopes and thereby seek to faithfully support the work of the church. Please
request that a box be provided for you if none has been provided as yet.

Sharon Burgundy Shirts: Polos—$30 / T-Shirts — $15

Copies of Sunday sermons on CD — $2.00.

Books:

Rev. Neilson Waithe: Understanding the Caribbean Worker— $25; Provocation —
$20.

Rev. Dr. Winelle Kirton-Roberts: Created in Their Image: Evangelical Protestantism
in Antigua and Barbados 1834-1914 — $50.

Rev. Dr. Joseph Nicholas: Baptism Is a Gift of God: As Such It Is More Than Water—
$35.

Greeting Cards ($2.00) and Prints ($20.00) of a painting of Sharon Church.

CRNARY A
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United Theological College
of the West Indies

3

Courses

OPTION1-Free OPTION 2 - Paid
Enroll in the class Enroll in the class M

is offering

Participateinclass  Participate in class ¥ Grief Counselling

activities activities
¥ Spiritual Formation
No assignments Complete all
assignments ¥ Church Management
No exams
Pass exams
No certificate January - May 2024
Awarded a Online / Face-to-face
certificate

Persons have the option of registering for other courses at a cost.

Contactusfor B f
v

more info. N
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The Fulnec Moravian

*«  Music Recital

| 4:30
PM

Fulnec Moravian
Church,Watts Village
St.George

WITH SUPPORTING
ARTISTE UNDER THE
DIRECTION OF
R. MATTHEW MORRIS,D

\

“L\’J A~ L\’A““

Please note that an offering will be collected
for the upkeep of the church building




THE PROVINCIAL BISHOPS
ELDERS CONFERENCE Rt. Rev. Dr. Kingsley Lewis

Rev. Algernon Lewis, Chairman Rt. Rev. Dr. Conrad Spencer
Rev. Dr. Adrian Smith, Vice Chairman
Rev. Dr. Jeremy B. Francis, Secretary
Sis. Evannie E. Jeremiah, Lay Member
Sis. Deborah Moore-Miggins, Lay Member RETIRED MINISTERS

Sis. Elisa G. Hodge, Treasurer Rev. Dr. Frank Alvin Barker
Bro. Edgar Barriero
MINISTERS ON LEAVE B e R o

Rev. Winston Chase
Rev. Catherine Governor-Browne Rev. Elroy Christopher
Rev. Dr. Dion Christopher Rev. Matthew Crooks
Rev. Eulencine Christopher Rev. Movelle Kellman
EASTERN WEST INDIES PROVINCE (EWIP) Rev. Dr. Anique Elmes-Matthew Rev. Selvin McMillan
Rev. Moise Jean = Re;. R:pkh Pri Ct
= ro. David Rossington
Rev. Winston Jones Rev. Alban St. Hill
Rev. Dr. Winelle Kirton-Roberts Sis. Hyacinth Taylor
Rev. Dr. Mikie Roberts Rev. Reuben Vessup
@ WWW.MORAVIANS.NET (H)MORAVIANCHURCHEWIP (¥)CHURCHEWIP Rev. Ulric Smith Il S oyce Walters

THEOLOGICAL TUTOR
Rev. Neilson A. Waithe

Sl
v

Rev. Bonnie E.B.W. Smith (Sup't) Rev. Ezra Parris (Sup't) Sharon (1768)  Dunscombe (1860) Rev. Erwin Wamer (Sup't)  Bethesda (1819) New Dawn (2012)
ister of Christian Education

Rev. Nevin Lewis Lebanon (1838)  Enon (1817)

ANTIGUA CONFERENCE \t{ BARBADOS CONFERENCE ST. KITTS CONFERENCE

Rev. Dr. Cicely Athill-Horsford Mount Tabor (1825)  Penuel (1914) Rev. Adelyn Mgonela Estridge (1839)

Rev. Dr. Adrian Smith Calvary (1834) Gracehill (1882) Fulnec(1894)  Rev, Onita Samuel-Warner  Zion (1777) Bethel (1832)
Rev. Hilton Joseph Spring Gardens (1756) Rev. Delroy Burley (Assoc) ¥
Rev. Judy Winspeare-Philip (Assoc) Gracefield (1839) Bethany (1870) Rev. Vera Waithe Clifton Hill (1841 Centenary (1866) Bro. lvyn Williams Lay Pastor

Rev. Denise Smith-Lewis Cedar Hall (1822) Cashew Hill (1993) ey, posiyn Hamblin Bethlehem (1964)  Faith (2018) Sis. Isilin Lewis Lay Pastor
Rev. Georgette John-Cotton Gracehill (1773)  Cana (1863) Rev. David Ince (Assoc) Treasurer
Rev. Yvanne Jean Gracebay (1797)  Urlings (1987) Rev. Julie Joefield-Parris. Minister of Christian Edu.

Rev. Kevin St. Hill Potters Zion (1881) Judges Hill (1993)  Sis. Flo Jean-Marie Treasurer

Rev. Dr. Joseph Nicholas Greenbay (1845)  Five Islands (1838) VIRGIN ISLANDS CONFERENCE

Sis. Kendrea Samuel-Francis Treasurer

Rev. Dr. Errol L. Connor (Ag. Sup't)  Nisky (1771)
)

Rev. Vankys Isaac (Assoc)
TRINIDAD CONFERENCE TOBAGO CONFERENCE >
Rev. Dr. Cortroy Jarvis Memorial (1843)
Rt. Rev. Dr. Conrad Spencer Faith (1999)
. Patmore Smith (Sup't) Rev. Nigel Daniel (Sup't) Spring Gardens (1851) Bethesda (1874) Rev. Dr. Jeremy B. Francis Friedensberg (1771)
Minister of Music 3
L'Anse Noire (1905) Rev. Belinda Manswell-Daniel  Buccoo (1996) Rev. Alicia Ross-Floyd Friedensthal (1755)

Rosehill (1890) Rev. Esther Moore-Roberts Montgomery (1790) Minister of Christian Edu. Rev. Walton Frederick Friedensfeld (1801)
Chaguanas (1894) )

Sis. Marleen Browne Memorial (1983)
Minister of Christian Education Rev. Andrew Roberts Evangel (1989) Rev. Elva Richards-Goodwin Emmaus (1783)  Bethany (1754)

Sis. Beverly Job Treasurer Rev. Liselle Roberts Moriah (1840) Minister of Christian Edu. Sis. Monique Richards Lay Minister of Christian Education
Marilyn Alexander-William  Treasurer Sis. Rena Warner-Francis

Rev. Daniel Mark Bon Accord (1861)  Black Rock (1869) Rev. Kirk Barker New Hermhut (1737)

Treasurer

iz
GRENADA 2 : TRINITY

Rev. Devon Mannix

MISSION MORAVIAN

Rev. Erflin Browne

2023

CALENDAR

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH ARRIL
Sun Mon Tus Wed Thu Fi  Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fi  Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fi  Sat S Mon Tue Wed Thu Fr  Sat
2 a3 4 s 7 12 83 4 12 3 4 1
s o 10 11 1z 13 14 s e 8 9 10 1 s & 7 8 9 10 1 2 3 4 s & 7 8
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 2 13 o1& 15 16 17 18 2 13 14 15 18 17 18 s 10 11 12 138 14 15
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 19 20 21 2: 23 24 25 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
29 30 26 € 27 28 29 30 31 23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Unity Sunday N 07- Good Frd

26- Thealogical Education Sunday 30 09- Easter S
31- USVI Transfer Day

Sun  Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri sat Sun  Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri sat Sun  Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri sat
1 2 3 4 s & 1 2 3 1 1 2 ] 4 s
7 8 ° 10 11 12 13 4 s 6 7 8 E} 10 2 3 a 5 6 7 8 7 8 £l 1 1 12
14 15 16 171 19 20 11 12 13 14 15 18 17 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 13 14 15 w® 17 18 19
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

28 29 30 31 25 26 27 28 20 30 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 27 28 20 30 1

18 - Ascension Day 04 - Trinity Sunday 01- Territory Day of 8VI Day 31- Trinidad & Tobago Independence
25 - Pentocost 30 31 v

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat Sun  Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri sat n  Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun  Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri sat
1 2 1 E 3 4 5 6 7 2 a 4 1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 8 9 10 112 13 14 5 & 7 8 9 10 1 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 1M 12 13 14 15 16 15 6 17 18 19 20 21 12 14 15 16 17 18 10 112 13 14 15 16
17 18 1 20 21 22 23 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

1 27 28 30 4 2 27 28 29
31- Reformation Day 01- Antigua & Barbuda Inde Christmas Day
13 - Chief Elder Fe
30 - Barbados Indepen

MORAVIAN MEMORIAL DAYS

Aug 13:

Aug 17:
Aug 21:
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