SHaroN MoraviaN CHURCH

(Built by Slaves — 1799)
Sharon, St. Thomas. BB22136

Thus said the LORD;
Cursed be the man that
trust§ in man

Sunday, February 16, 2025
Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany

9:30 a.m.

Welcome: “Tell out my soul, the greatness of the Lord!” With
gratitude we gather for worship and we declare the praises of our
God. Welcome to all, whether you are joining us here in the
sanctuary or online, at home or abroad, may you be blessed as
you share with us. Welcome.

Pastor: Rev. Ezra Parris
(Manse: 246-546-0344)

Associate Pastor: Rev. David Ince
Church Office/Pastor’s Study: 246-425-4011
Email: sharon.moravian.church@gmail.com
Church Vestry Tel: 425-0164

WATCHWORD: Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, whose trust
is the Lord. (Jeremiah 17:7)

Provincial Theme 2025:
“SHIFT: Reclaiming Our Identity, Renewing Our Purpose, and Re-
Igniting Our Passion”



mailto:sharon.moravian.church@gmail.com

ORDER OF SERVICE

Prelude

Introit — Choir

The Invitation to Worship: (Psalm 7:17)

Leader: I will praise the LORD according to His righteousness,

Congregation: And will sing praise to the name of the LORD Most High.
Hymn 484 — “My God, How Wonderful Thou Art”

Responsive Reading: Psalm 34:1-14

Prayer of Adoration, Confession and Intercession

Worship in Tithes & Offerings

Offertory Sentence: “The same Lord is the Lord of all, and his generosity is
offered to all who appeal to him, for all who call on the name of the Lord will be
saved.” (Romans 10:12 — 13 NJB)

Offertory Hymn: 30 — “You Are Wonderful”

Prayer of Dedication of Tithes & Offerings

Offertory Doxology: “Thanks, Thanks, | Give You Thanks”

Greetings, Celebrations & Notices

Adoration in Song

MINISTRY OF THE WORD

First Scripture Reading: Jeremiah 17:5-10

Second Scripture Reading:  Luke 6:17 — 26

Choir Anthem — “Brother James’ Air”

Sermon — Rev. Ezra Parris

Prayer of Commitment & Intercession

Hymn of Preparation: 543 — “This Child We Dedicate to Thee”
Baptism p. 40 — CMP Liturgy Book or Projected

Hymn 273 — “All The Way My Saviour Leads Me”

The Benediction

Organ Postlude
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Visit our Website at http://sharonmoravian.info; Visit our Facebook Page and
subscribe to our YouTube Channel. These are means by which we can connect
to our brothers and sisters, and get the word out on what’s happening in the
church. Like us; Follow us; Re-post us.
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Prelude

Introit — Choir

The Invitation to Worship: (Psalm 7:17)

Leader: I will praise the LORD according to His righteousness,
Congregation: And will sing praise to the name of the LORD Most High.

(R R R R
Opening Hymn: 484 —

My God how wonderful thou art,
Thy majesty how bright,
How beautiful thy mercy-seat,
In depths of burning light!

How dread are thine eternal years,
O everlasting Lord,

By prostrate spirits day and night
Incessantly adored!

O how | fear thee, living God,
With deepest, tenderest fears,
And worship thee with trembling hope
And penitential tears!

Yet | may love thee too, O Lord,
Almighty as thou art,
For thou hast stooped to ask of me
The love of my poor heart.

No earthly father loves like thee;
No mother, €’er so mild,
Bears and forbears as thou hast done
With me, thy sinful child.

How wonderful, how beautiful,
The sight of thee must be,
Thine endless wisdom, boundless power,
And awful purity!
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RESPONSIVE READING — PSALM 34:1-14

| will bless the LORD at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth.

My soul shall make her boast in the LORD: the humble shall hear thereof, and
be glad.

O magnify the LoRD with me, and let us exalt his name together.
| sought the LoRD, and he heard me, and delivered me from all my fears.
They looked unto him, and were lightened: and their faces were not ashamed.

This poor man cried, and the LorD heard him, and saved him out of all his
troubles.

The angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that fear him, and
delivereth them.

O taste and see that the LORD is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in him.
O fear the LORD, Yye his saints: for there is no want to them that fear him.

The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: but they that seek the LorD shall
not want any good thing.

Come, ye children, hearken unto me: | will teach you the fear of the LORD.
What man is he that desireth life, and loveth many days, that he may see good?
Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile.

Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it.

Worship in Tithes & Offerings

Offertory Sentence: “The same Lord is the Lord of all, and his generosity is
offered to all who appeal to him, for all who call on the name of the Lord will be
saved.” (Romans 10:12 — 13 NJB)



Offertory Hymn: 30 —

You are wonderful,
You are marvelous,
You are good O Lord to me!
You are faithful,
You’re incomparable,
You are good O Lord to me!

In the annals of creation,
In the history of the world,
Man has not known nor heard
Of a God as good as You.

You fill the heavens and the earth,
You fling the stars in space.
You made us all in Your image.
And there is no God like You.

Your goodness fills all the earth
And your love surpasses all.
Unmatchable is Your power;

Lord, there is no God like You!
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Prayer of Dedication of Tithes & Offerings
R R R R et

Offertory Doxology:
Thanks, thanks, | give you thanks

Thanks, thanks, I give you thanks
For all you’ve done
| am so blessed, my soul is at rest
O Lord, I give you thanks.




Adoration in Song
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Ministry of the Word
First Scripture Reading: Jeremiah 17:5-10

Thus saith the LorD; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh
his arm, and whose heart departeth from the LORD.

For he shall be like the heath in the desert, and shall not see when good cometh;
but shall inhabit the parched places in the wilderness, in a salt land and not
inhabited.

Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD, and whose hope the LORD is.

For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots
by the river, and shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and
shall not be careful in the year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit.

The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know
it?

| the LORD search the heart, | try the reins, even to give every man according to
his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings.
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Second Scripture Reading: Luke 6: 17 — 26
And he came down with them, and stood in the plain, and the company of his
disciples, and a great multitude of people out of all Judaea and Jerusalem, and

from the sea coast of Tyre and Sidon, which came to hear him, and to be healed
of their diseases;

And they that were vexed with unclean spirits: and they were healed.

And the whole multitude sought to touch him: for there went virtue out of him,
and healed them all.

And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said, Blessed be ye poor: for yours
Is the kingdom of God.

Blessed are ye that hunger now: for ye shall be filled. Blessed are ye that weep
now: for ye shall laugh.
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Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from
their company, and shall reproach you, and cast out your name as evil, for the
Son of man’s sake.

Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy: for, behold, your reward is great in
heaven: for in the like manner did their fathers unto the prophets.

But woe unto you that are rich! for ye have received your consolation.

Woe unto you that are full! for ye shall hunger. Woe unto you that laugh now!
for ye shall mourn and weep.

Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you! for so did their fathers to
the false prophets.

Choir Anthem — “Brother James’ Air”

Hymn of Preparation: 543 —

This child we dedicate to thee,
O God of grace and purity;
Shield him from sin and threatening wrong,
And let Thy love his life prolong.

O may Thy Spirit gently draw
His willing soul to keep Thy law;
May virtue, piety, and truth,
Dawn even with his dawning youth.

We, too, O God, thy children are;
And if our feet have wandered far;
Recall us to our Father’s home,
And keep us that no more we roam.




THE BAPTISM OF INFANTS

The Liturgy should be introduced at a suitable point in a service of public worship.
The congregation being seated and the child/children to be baptized and the parents or sponsors and
god-parents being in place, the minister says:
Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as
these that the Kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive
the Kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” And he took them up in his
arms, and blessed them.

As we share in this sacrament of baptism, we affirm our belief that baptism points
to the grace of God freely given to all who avail themselves of it. We believe that all
who are born into the world are children of God, made in his image. We
acknowledge the fatherly and motherly love of God, revealed to us in Jesus Christ,
and we pray that in due time this child may display in his/her life the gracious marks
of a child of God.

Let us profess together the faith of the Church.
We believe in God the Father, creator of the universe.
We believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, redeemer of the world.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, giver of life.

The parents/ or sponsor/s and god-parents stand.

The minister addresses them:

Earnestly believe that our Saviour Christ loves this child, that he is ready to receive
and embrace him/her, to give him/her the blessing of eternal life, and to make
him/her a partaker of his everlasting kingdom.

Our Lord has promised to grant the things which we ask in his name, which promise
he for his part will most surely keep and perform.

Do you, for your part, make confession of the faith wherein this child is to be
baptized, in God as your heavenly Father, in Jesus Christ as your Saviour and Lord,
and in the Holy Spirit as your Sanctifier?

Answer: We do.

Do you promise, in reliance on divine grace, to teach him/her the truths and duties
of the Christian faith, and by prayer, precept and example, to bring him/her up in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord, and in the fellowship of the Church?

Answer: We do.

May God give you grace and wisdom to provide a caring and loving Christian home
for this new life committed to your charge.
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The minister addresses the congregation:

All standing.

Will you as a congregation accept this child as a new member of the Christian
Church? Will you, by your witness, set a good and joyful example of fellowship,
service and love?

Answer: We will.

This hymn verse is sung:

TUNE: ST MATTHIAS
New life, O Lord to you we bring,
Giver of all, our Friend, our King;
Receive him/her in your strong embrace,
Within your Church give him/her a place;
A lifelong friendship here begin,

And grace, a crown of life to win.
Moravian Alternative Order 1987, anon.

Almighty and everlasting God, whose son Jesus Christ was carried as a child into
the Temple, and who himself took little children into his arms and blessed them,
look mercifully upon us now, and bless what in your name we do. May this child,
now to be baptized into the Church, the body of Christ, by the work of the Holy
Spirit grow into the likeness of his/her Saviour. May he/she in time be led to take a
full part as a member of the Church. And by your grace may he/she remain your
faithful witness all his/her days.

Each child is presented to the minister who baptizes him/her with water saying:
....................... , I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Lord bless you, and keep you;
The Lord make his face to shine upon you,
And be gracious to you;
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you,
And give you peace.

In the name of Jesus. Amen.

After all have been baptized, the congregation says:

We receive this child into the Church, in the trust that hereafter he/she shall
not be ashamed to confess his/her faith in Christ.



All seated.
Let us pray:

Lord Jesus, Son of God, Saviour,
Have mercy upon us.

By your human birth,
By your obedience, diligence, and faithfulness,
By your life, suffering and death,
By your resurrection, and ascension,
By your continuing presence,
By your Church’s teaching and worship,
Bless us now and always.

O God, we praise you for the mercies of birth, and for all the joy and blessing that
children bring into the home and into the world. We give you thanks today for the
safe arrival of this child and ask your blessing on him/her and all those who have
responsibility for his/her care. May they, and all who share in the nurture of children,
find great happiness and fulfilment in their ministry of love.

Heavenly Father, hear us.

O Christ, the friend of children everywhere, the faithful protector of all who are weak
and small: keep, guard and bless your children. Through the work of your Spirit help
them to grow in strength and beauty of character, and closer to you.

Jesus, Saviour, hear us.

Holy Spirit, bless us all and renew us this day. Help us to surrender ourselves to you,
so that we, and the children committed to our care, may lead lives worthy of you,
and of the family of Jesus Christ.

Holy Spirit, hear us. Amen.

The congregation shall pray together:

O Lord, help us to think more deeply on the true significance of this holy
sacrament. Forgive us for the times when we have come short of the grace of our
own baptism, by wandering from your ways: and bring us back with a perfect
repentance. Renew us in this moment......By the power of your Holy Spirit, help
us to be loving, teach us to be humble and strengthen us to live godly lives, as those
who have been baptized by the same Spirit into one body; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.




Closing Hymn: 273 —

All the way my Saviour leads me,
What have | to ask beside?

Can | doubt his tender mercy,
Who through life has been my guide?
Heavenly peace, divinest comfort,
Here by faith in him to dwell!
For | know, whate’er befall me,
Jesus doeth all things well.

All the way my Saviour leads me,
Cheers each winding path | tread,
Gives me grace for every trial,
Feeds me with the living bread.
Though my weary steps may falter,
And my soul athirst may be,
Gushing from the rock before me,
Lo, a spring of joy | see!

All the way my Saviour leads me;
O the fullness of his love!
Perfect rest to me is promised
In my Father’s house above.
When my spirit, clothed immortal,
Wings its flight to realms of day,
This my song through endless ages —
‘Jesus led me all the way!’

FERER SR

The Benediction

Organ Postlude

Welcome, Celebrations & Notices

“Tell out my soul, the greatness of the Lord!” With gratitude we gather for
worship and we declare the praises of our God. Welcome to all, whether you
are joining us here in the sanctuary or online, at home or abroad, may you be
blessed as you share with us. Welcome.
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Advanced: Annetta Browne (17"), Cheryl Alleyne & William Ifill
(18™M), Zachary Hoyte, Ashley Marshall, Jaaziel Parris & Jamari Lewis
(20™), Keandra Eversley, Simone Jean-Marie & Roseann Lewis (21%)

Flowers today were donated by Sis. Chantal Clarke.
R R
MORAVIAN BIRTHDAY SONG
With Thy presence, Lord, our Head and Saviour,
Bless them all we humbly pray;
Our dear heavenly Father’s love and favour
Be their comfort every day.

May the Holy Ghost in each proceeding,
Favour them with his most gracious leading;
Thus shall they be truly blessed,

Both in labour and in rest.

CEEREHGEE

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE & INVOLVEMENT
¥ Today: Divine Worship & Infant Baptism at 9:30 a.m.
v Adventures in Worship (All ages) — 10:00 a.m. in the D.C. Moore
Centre
7 Harvest Festival at Dunscombe at 3:30 p.m.

THIS WEEK
Office Hours for the Pastorate: Tuesday and Friday, 8:30 a.m. —12:30 p.m. and
1:30 — 4:30 p.m. (D. C. Moore Centre).

¥ Office Hours — Tuesday and Friday, 8:30 a.m. — 12:30 p.m. and 1:30 — 4:30
p.m. (D. C. Moore Centre).

¥ Tuesday: Women’s Fellowship — First & Third Tuesdays: In
Sanctuary at 3:30 p.m. All other Tuesdays: Online via Zoom

at 6:00 p.m.
% Meeting of the Board of Stewards at 6:00 p.m. in the

Sanctuary.

¥ Wednesday: Bible Study — 6:00 p.m. online via Zoom. Meeting ID: 861
4335 8604 / Passcode: 244093.

% Friday: Choir Rehearsal at 7:00 p.m.

¥ Next Sunday: Divine Worship at 9:30a.m. BLACK HERITAGE SUNDAY
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¥ Adventures in Worship (All ages) — 10:00 a.m. in the D.C. Moore
Centre
¥ Harvest Festival at Clifton Hill

Activities in the Month of February 2025:

i
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Harvest Festival at Calvary — Sunday, 9"

Women’s Prayer & Fasting — Saturday, 15"

Harvest Festival at Dunscombe — Sunday, 16™ at 3:30 p.m.

Conference Fundraising Fish Fry — Saturday, 22" at the D. C. Moore
Centre.

Black Heritage Sunday — 23". Come in your Afro wear. Celebrate our
identity and heritage.

Harvest Festival at Clifton Hill — Sunday, 23™
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NEWS, INFORMATION & REMINDERS

1.

We have closed our year of celebrating 225 years since the laying of the
cornerstone here at Sharon. One planned event remains outstanding, that
is the Planting of a Time Capsule, which will be completed when all the items
have been gathered.

We are still open to contributions under our “225 for 225” drive, in which
we ask persons to donate $225 or multiples of $225 towards the continuing
work of the church. You don’t have to give it all at once, you can fill the
envelope over time and bring it in at your convenience. We look forward to
your participation in our “225 for 225” drive. Envelopes are available for
collection. For those who would give electronically can do so by direct
deposit to our account at Scotiabank, Warrens — 40274. You can also give
via SurePay at a walk-in kiosk or using your online account. Pay to: Biller
— The Moravian Church, Account No — 1765-1768-0000, Name — Sharon
Moravian Church. A specimen of the envelope is displayed below.

ok
o $225

_ for
225

years

NAME
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If you plan to claim on contributions to our church when filing your 2024
Income Tax Return, please make a request and submit your TAMIS
Number, so that a statement can be forwarded to the Barbados Revenue
Authority on  your behalf. Please send an email to
sharon.moravian.church@gmail.com or call the Church Office during
Office Hours.
From the Provincial Board:
The Provincial Board shares the sad news of the death of our colleague and
sister, Rev. Julie Joefield-Parris. Sis. Joefield-Parris died on February 6,
2025, in Barbados, after a brief illness. Sis. Julie was a native of Tobago and
candidated in 1986 for the Ministry of Christian Education from the Spring
Garden congregation in Tobago. Sis. Julie was ordained in 1991 and served
the Province in Antigua and Barbados. The Provincial family expresses
sincere condolences to her husband, Rev. Ezra Parris, their children, Jaaziel
and Tevye-Kaori, and the extended family. Let us pray for the family as they
journey through this place of grief and loss.
March 2, 2025, is Unity Sunday. At this time of year, we remember the birth
of the Unitas Fratrum, the Moravian Church, on March 1, 1457 (568 years
ago). Please continue to pray for the work and witness of our Church. A
special Unity offering will be taken in all Moravian Churches worldwide on
Sunday March 2, 2025. The Unity Offering for 2025 will be used to fund the
Common Moravian Theological Education Curriculum. Details of the
project are attached.
The Unity Prayer Watch is a special service to the world, offered by the
worldwide Moravian Church. The Eastern West Indies Province will
participate in the Unity Prayer Watch from April 03 — April 17, 2025. The
Schedule is as follows:

¥ Tobago - 12 a.m. April 3-11:59 a.m. April 5, 2025

¥ St. Kitts & The Grenada Mission — 12 p.m. April 5—11:59 p.m. April
7, 2025
Trinidad — 12 a.m. April 8 —11:59 a.m. April 9, 2025
Barbados — 12 p.m. April 9 —11:59 p.m. April 11, 2025
Antigua — 12 a.m. April 12 — 11:59 p.m. April 14, 2025

¥ Virgin Islands — 12 a.m. April 15 -11:59 p.m. April 17, 2025
Conferences are asked to use creative and innovative ways to observe the
time allotted for our members to participate in this unbroken prayer chain.
This prayer meeting began on August 13, 1727, when the Moravian Church
had its Pentecost experience. Prayer is still a vital part of our walk with God
and the life of the church. Let us therefore be in readiness for this prayer

& B oo
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event as we continue to seek God’s guidance and direction for our Church,
the world, and ourselves.

From the Superintendent:

The 34th Provincial Synod of the Moravian Church Eastern West Indies
Province will be held in the Trinidad Conference in July 2025. The Synod
will be both virtual and in-person. Synod will convene virtually on May 15,
2025, and June 12, 2025, to conduct housekeeping matters and to receive
reports. The in-person sessions will be held from July 10 — 16, 2025 in
Trinidad, with the 10th and 16th being travels days.

The Congregations of the Province are being asked to cover the fees and
costs of their Pastor(s)/Clergy Delegate(s) as usual. The estimated cost per
delegate from Barbados is BD$3,000, covering a Synod Fee of US$1,000 and
travel cost from Barbados to Trinidad of approximately BD $1,000.

The election of delegates is scheduled for Sunday, March 9, 2025, in the
congregations of the Conference. Pastors have been asked to begin the
process of having the Joint Board nominate one person from their
congregation.

As per the Book of Order (Paragraph 4.17), members of the Moravian
Church Eastern West Indies Province may submit proposals on any aspect
of our church’s life, for resolution at the 34th Provincial Synod. Proposals
should be seconded by a member of the Moravian Church and submitted to
the Conference Office by February 14th, for consideration by the Island
Conference and further submission to the Provincial Office by April 15,
2025.

Please begin to make preparations and to pray for the Synod.

We have resumed the “Basket of Hope” ministry. Each Sunday you are
invited to make contributions of non-perishable food items, which will be
distributed to those in need. Contributions can be made during the offertory
hymn. We are appealing for volunteers to provide the needed management
and helping-hands for this ministry. Please let the Pastors know of your
interest.

We are thankful for your financial support.

We do need your ongoing support so that we can maintain our ministry, our
facilities and paying property insurance. So we ask for your continued
faithfulness in giving as you are able.

You are reminded that labelled envelopes can be dropped into the slot in the
front door of the Manse.

Generally, those who would give electronically can do so by direct deposit to
our account at Scotiabank, Warrens — 40274. You can also give via SurePay
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at a walk-in kiosk or using your online account. At SurePay you can make
payments anonymously to the Moravian Church (Account No: 1765-1768-
0000, Name: Sharon Moravian Church), or if you need your donations
recorded for tax purposes and you have a box of envelopes; make payments
to the Moravian Church (Account No: 1765-1768-0-[your 3-digit envelope
number], Name:  Your Name). Visit www.sharonmoravian.info/giving-
monetary for these details.

Our radio broadcast ministry Moravian Voice has been on the air for some
32 years, since Wednesday, July 18, 1990. We rejoice that we have been able
to offer this ministry and we are thankful to all our listenership and all who
hosted and provided content over the years. We are thankful to our
congregations which faithfully sponsored the programme.

We invite you to tune in for inspiration and information to enable you in
your Christian walk and service.

Moravian  Voice will also be available on Instagram
(www.instagram.com/moravianvoice/) and the YouTube Channel of the
Moravian Church Barbados Conference

(https://youtube.com/c/TheMoravianChurch-BarbadosConference).
You can email your comments and requests to: moravianvoice@gmail.com
Remember to listen to the Moravian Radio Programme: “Moravian Voice”

PRAYER NEEDS:

1. Our Shut-ins: Sis. Aileen Bowen, Sis. Vernice Alberta Osbourne
2. The Sick/Recovering:
T Of our congregation: Sis. Ansonia Cox-Burgess, Sis. Zelia
Kellman, Sis. Shanna King (USA)
3. World Peace

i
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Missionary Collection Boxes 2025 — If you had a box last year, please collect it
from the Vestry. If you desire a box for the first time, please inquire at the vestry
after worship or at the Church Office.

Sharon Burgundy Shirts: Polos—-$30 / T-Shirts —$15

Books:

Rev. Neilson Waithe: Understanding the Caribbean Worker — $25; Provocation —
$20.

Rev. Dr. Winelle Kirton-Roberts: Created in_ Their Image: Evangelical
Protestantism in Antigua and Barbados 1834-1914 — $50.
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m Rev. Dr. Joseph Nicholas: Baptism Is a Gift of God: As Such It Is More Than Water

— $35.
% Greeting Cards ($2.00) and Prints ($20.00) of a painting of Sharon Church.
FRER R

Provincial Theme 2025

“SHIFT: Reclaiming Our Identity, Renewing Our Purpose, and Re-Igniting Our
Passion”

The focus for 2025 will be: Re-igniting our passion; for souls, service, and
sustainability.

“Broadly speaking, renewing identity speaks of who we are as Christ-followers;
renewing our purpose speaks to why the church exists; re-igniting our passion speaks to
our willingness to share our faith with others. — Chairman of PEC
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KARAOKE
FUNDRAISER

22 FEBRUARY 2025
1:00 - 5:00 PM

SHARON MORAVIAN CHURCH GROUNDS
SHARON, ST. THOMAS

CONTACT: BRO. GLYNE ST. HILL




