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SHARON MORAVIAN CHURCH 

(Built by Slaves – 1799) 
Sharon, St. Thomas. BB22136 

Sunday, November 19, 2023 
 

Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 

9:30 a.m. 
 

 
 

 

Welcome: We welcome all who are sharing in this act of worship 

today, whether you are here in the sanctuary or connecting by way of 

our livestream.  Together, let us adore, give honour and praise to 

Jehovah, creator of heaven and earth, and to his Son Jesus Christ our 

Saviour. Welcome. 

WATCHWORD: So teach us, O God, to count our days that we may gain 

a wise heart.                  (Psalm 90:12) 

 

Pastor: Rev. Ezra Parris 
(Manse: 246-546-0344) 

 

Associate Pastor: Rev. David Ince 
 

Church Office/Pastor’s Study: 246-425-4011 
 

Email:  sharon.moravian.church@gmail.com 
 

Church Vestry Tel: 425-0164 

 

 
Provincial Theme 2023:  

“SHIFT: Reclaiming Our Identity, Renewing Our Purpose, 

and Re-Igniting Our Passion” 
 

 

 

 

mailto:sharon.moravian.church@gmail.com
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
Organ Prelude 

Introit – Choir 

Invitation to Worship 

Hymn 27 – “O Worship the King, All-Glorious Above” 

Responsive Reading:      Psalm 148 

Prayer of Adoration, Confession and Thanksgiving 

Worship In Tithes & Offerings: 

Offertory Sentence: “Walk in love, as Christ has also loved us, and has given 

himself for us as an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling savour” 

(Ephesians 5:2). 

Offertory Hymn:  441 – “Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord!” 

Prayer of Dedication of Offerings 

Offertory Doxology:  “Thanks, Thanks, I Give You Thanks” 

Welcome, Celebrations & Notices 

Adoration In Songs & Choruses 

Ministry of the Word: 

First Scripture Reading:  1 Thessalonians 5:1 – 11 

Second Scripture Reading:  Matthew 25:14 – 30 

Choir Anthem – “Lift Every Voice And Sing” 

Sermon – Rev. Ezra Parris 

Prayer of Commitment & Intercession 

Hymn 240 – “I’m Pressing On the Upward Way” 

Blessing of Children 

Hymn 262 – “I Know Not Why God’s Wondrous Grace” 

The Benediction 

Organ Postlude 
 

 
 

Visit our Website at http://sharonmoravian.info; Visit our Facebook Page and 

subscribe to our YouTube Channel. These are means by which we can connect to 

our brothers and sisters, and get the word out on what’s happening in the church. 

Like us; Follow us; Re-post us. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://sharonmoravian.info/
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Organ Prelude 
 

 

Introit – Choir  
 

 

Invitation to Worship 
 

 

 
 

Hymn 27 – 
 

O worship the King; 

All glorious above; 

O gratefully sing 

His power and his love; 

Our shield and defender, 

The ancient of days, 

Pavilioned in splendor 

And girded with praise. 
 

O tell of his might, 

O sing of his grace, 

Whose robe is the light, 

Whose canopy space; 

His chariots of wrath 

Deep thunder-clouds form, 

And dark is his path 

On the wings of the storm. 
 

The earth, with its store 

Of wonders untold, 

Almighty, thy power 

Hath founded of old, 

Hath ’stablished it fast 

By a changeless decree, 

And round it hath cast, 

Like a mantle, the sea. 
 

Thy bountiful care 

What tongue can recite? 

It breathes in the air, 

It shines in the light; 

It streams from the hills, 

It descends to the plain, 
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And sweetly distils 

In the dew and the rain. 
 

Frail children of dust, 

And feeble as frail, 

In thee do we trust, 

Nor find thee to fail; 

Thy mercies how tender, 

How firm to the end, 

Our maker, defender, 

Redeemer and friend. 
 

O measureless might, 

Ineffable love! 

While angels delight 

To hymn thee above, 

The humbler creation, 

Though feeble their lays, 

With true adoration 

Shall lisp to thy praise. 
 

 

 

 
 

Responsive Reading:      Psalm 148 
 

 

1. Praise ye the LORD. Praise ye the LORD from the heavens: praise him in the 

heights. 
 

2. Praise ye him, all his angels: praise ye him, all his hosts. 
 

3. Praise ye him, sun and moon: praise him, all ye stars of light. 
 

4. Praise him, ye heavens of heavens, and ye waters that be above the heavens. 
 

5. Let them praise the name of the LORD: for he commanded, and they were 

created. 
 

6. He hath also stablished them for ever and ever: he hath made a decree which 

shall not pass. 
 

7. Praise the LORD from the earth, ye dragons, and all deeps: 
 

8. Fire, and hail; snow, and vapours; stormy wind fulfilling his word: 
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9. Mountains, and all hills; fruitful trees, and all cedars: 
 

10. Beasts, and all cattle; creeping things, and flying fowl: 
 

11. Kings of the earth, and all people; princes, and all judges of the earth: 
 

12. Both young men, and maidens; old men, and children: 
 

13. Let them praise the name of the LORD: for his name alone is excellent; his 

glory is above the earth and heaven. 
 

14. He also exalteth the horn of his people, the praise of all his saints; even of the 

children of Israel, a people near unto him. Praise ye the LORD. 
 

 
 

Prayer of Adoration, Confession and Thanksgiving 
 

 
 

Worship In Tithes & Offerings: 
 

Offertory Sentence: “Walk in love, as Christ has also loved us, and has 

given himself for us as an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet 

smelling savour” (Ephesians 5:2). 
 

 

Offertory Hymn: 441 – 
 

 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 

Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice; 

Tender to me the promise of his word; 

In God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 
 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name! 

Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done; 

His mercy sure, from age to age to same; 

His holy name -- the Lord, the Mighty One. 
 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might! 

Powers and dominions lay their glory by. 

Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, 

The hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 
 

Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! 

Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. 
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Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 

To children’s children and for evermore! 
 

 
 

Prayer of Dedication of Tithes & Offerings 
 

Thanks, thanks, I Give You thanks 
 

Thanks, thanks, I give You thanks 

For all You’ve done 

I am so blessed 

My soul is at rest 

O Lord, I give You thanks. 
 

 

 
 

 

Welcome, Celebrations & Notices 
 

 

 
 

Adoration In Songs & Choruses 
 

 

Ministry of the Word 
 

 

First Scripture Reading:  1 Thessalonians 5:1 – 11 
 

 

 

1. But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto 

you. 
 

2. For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in 

the night. 
 

3. For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh 

upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. 
 

4. But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a 

thief. 
 

5. Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the 

night, nor of darkness. 
 

6. Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober. 
 

7. For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in 

the night. 
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8. But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and 

love; and for an helmet, the hope of salvation. 
 

9. For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord 

Jesus Christ, 
 

10. Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with 

him. 
 

11. Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye 

do. 
 

 
 

 

Second Scripture Reading:  Matthew 25:14 – 30 
 

 

14. For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, who called 

his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods. 
 

15. And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every 

man according to his several ability; and straightway took his journey. 
 

16. Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same, and 

made them other five talents. 
 

17. And likewise he that had received two, he also gained other two. 
 

18. But he that had received one went and digged in the earth, and hid his lord’s 

money. 
 

19. After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and reckoneth with them. 
 

20. And so he that had received five talents came and brought other five talents, 

saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained 

beside them five talents more. 
 

21. His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast 

been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter 

thou into the joy of thy lord. 
 

22. He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst 

unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two other talents beside them. 
 

23. His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been 

faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou 

into the joy of thy lord. 
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24. Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee 

that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering 

where thou hast not strawed: 
 

25. And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast 

that is thine. 
 

26. His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou 

knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not strawed: 
 

27. Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at 

my coming I should have received mine own with usury. 
 

28. Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents. 
 

29. For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but 

from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath. 
 

30. And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
 

 

 
 

 

Choir Anthem – “Lift Every Voice And Sing” 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Sermon  –  – Rev. Ezra Parris 
 

 
 

 

Prayer of Commitment and Intercession 
 

 

 

Hymn 240 – 
 

I’m pressing on the upward way, 

New heights I’m gaining every day; 

Still praying as I’m onward bound, 

“Lord, plant my feet on higher ground.” 
 

Lord, lift me up, and let me stand 

By faith on heaven’s table-land; 

A higher plane than I have found, 

Lord, plant my feet on higher ground. 
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My heart has no desire to stay 

Where doubts arise and fears dismay; 

Though some may dwell where these abound, 

My prayer, my aim, is higher ground. 
 

I want to live above the world, 

Though Satan’s darts at me are hurled; 

For faith has caught the joyful sound, 

The song of saints on higher ground. 
 

I want to scale the utmost height 

And catch a gleam of glory bright; 

But still I’ll pray till Heav’n I’ve found, 

“Lord, plant my feet on higher ground.” 
 

 
 

 

 

Blessing of Children 

 

 
 

Closing Hymn: 262 – 
 

I know not why God’s wondrous grace 

To me He hath made known, 

Nor why, unworthy, Christ in love 

Redeemed me for His own. 
 

But ‘I know whom I have believèd, 

And am persuaded that He is able 

To keep that which I've committed 

Unto Him against that day.’ 
 

I know not how this saving faith 

To me He did impart; 

Nor how believing in His Word 

Wrought peace within my heart. 
 

I know not how the Spirit moves, 

Convincing men of sin, 

Revealing Jesus through the Word, 

Creating faith in Him. 
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I know not what of good or ill 

May be reserved for me, 

Of weary ways or golden days, 

Before His face I see. 
 

I know not when my Lord may come, 

At night or noonday fair, 

Nor if I’ll walk the vale with Him, 

Or meet Him in the air. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

The Benediction 

 
 

Organ Postlude  

 

Welcome, Celebrations & Notices    

We welcome all who are sharing in this act of worship today, whether you are 

here in the sanctuary or connecting by way of our livestream.  Together, let us 

adore, give honour and praise to Jehovah, creator of heaven and earth, and to 

his Son Jesus Christ our Saviour. Welcome. 
 

 

 

Today: Kathryn Eversley, Dahlia Miller & Velda Whittaker 

Advanced: Terry Meek (20th), Jennifer Clarke, Rev. Ezra Parris & 

Shakaylah Wickham (21st), Evangeline Downes & Marion King-

Taylor (22nd), Danielle Downes (23rd), Sonia Alleyne & Melissa 

Drakes (24th), Celia Holder & Marion Stanford (25th) 

 

 

Congratulations to Bro. Louis & Sis. Marjorie Adams who are celebrating 

their 57th Wedding Anniversary today. 
 

 

MORAVIAN BIRTHDAY SONG 
 

With Thy presence, Lord, our Head and Saviour, 

Bless them all we humbly pray; 

Our dear heavenly Father’s love and favour 

Be their comfort every day. 

May the Holy Ghost in each proceeding, 

Favour them with his most gracious leading; 

Thus shall they be truly blessed, 

Both in labour and in rest. 
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE & INVOLVEMENT 

 Today: Divine Worship & Blessing of Children at 9:30 a.m. 

 Adventures in Worship (All Ages) – 10:00 a.m. at the D. C. 

Moore Centre 
 

 This Week: 

 Office Hours – Tuesday and Friday, 8:30 a.m.– 12:30 p.m. and 1:30 – 4:30 

p.m. (D. C. Moore Centre).    
 

 Tuesday: Women’s Fellowship – First & Third Tuesdays: In the 

Sanctuary at 4:00 p.m. 

 Wednesday: Prayer Meeting – 6:00 p.m. online via Zoom.   Meeting ID: 

861 4335 8604 / Passcode: 244093.    

 Thursday:  Adult Church Membership Class online at 6:00 p.m. 

 Friday:   Choir Rehearsal at 7:00 p.m. 

 Next Sunday: Divine Worship at 9:30 a.m. 

 Adventures in Worship (All Ages) – 10:00 a.m. at the D. C. 

Moore Centre 

 
 

Activities in the Month of November 2023: 

 Missionary Festival at Fulnec – Sunday, 19th, 8:00 a.m. 

 Harvest Festival at Bethlehem – Sunday, 19th, 10:00 a.m. 

 Rev. Ince on Vacation – 1st – 28th 

 Rev. Parris on Vacation – 20th – 30th  
 

 

 
 

 

NEWS, INFORMATION & REMINDERS 
1. Thanks to all who supported our Harvest & Flower Festival last week. It was 

a success. Thanks to those who contributed items for the Harvest; the Sunday 

School; Sis. Joy Best and the Flower Festival Committee; the Patron, The 

Most Honourable Ralph Williams; those who sponsored floral arrangements; 

the arrangers, who gave freely of their time and talent; those who provided 

foliage and buckets; the artistes who performed for the concert; those who 

contributed refreshments; those who cleaned or painted the premises – Bro. 

Louis Adams, Bro. George Best, Bro. Luther Barker, Sis. Samantha Lewis, 

Sis. Patricia Brathwaite-Marshall, Bro. Anthony Ifill. 

2. The Provincial Board announces that: 

 Bishop Dr. Conrad Spencer has been requested to consecrate the Rev. 

Liselle Roberts to the Presbyterate of the Moravian Church Eastern West 

Indies Province. The service of consecration will take place on Sunday, 

November 19, 2023, at 5:00 p.m. at the Moriah Moravian Church in 
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Tobago. Please pray for Sis. Liselle Roberts as she continues steadfast in 

the call of God and the ministry of the Moravian Church. 

3. Thanks to all who supported our Missionary Festival. We have collected so 

far, $10,030.10 on our way to our target of $13,000 for 2023. If you have not 

made your contribution as yet or returned your collection box, you can still 

do so. Direct contributions can also be made and contributions in memory of 

loved-ones.  Funds raised will go towards local missions, and to missionary 

endeavours across the region and the world through the various mission 

organisations of the Moravian Church. 

4. The Moramus Singers of Barbados on behalf of the Moravian Church 

Barbados Conference will present Christingle 2023 – Light of the World, at 

the Sharon Moravian Church, Sharon, St. Thomas on Sunday, December 3, 

2023, commencing at 5:00 p.m.  Admission – $25.00.  The word ‘Christingle’ 

means ‘Christ-Light’ and the Moravian Christingle service may be held in 

Advent, Christmas or Epiphany to emphasize and celebrate Jesus as the light 

and the hope of the world. 

5. February 10, 2024, will be Sharon’s 225th Anniversary of the first laying of a 

cornerstone here at Sharon. Once the Kingdom does not come, the historic 

point should not pass without a celebration. 

6. The Super Moravian T10 Cricket Competition previously scheduled for 

Thursday, November 30, 2023, has been cancelled.  

7. We are thankful for your financial support. 

 We do need your ongoing support so that we can maintain our ministry, 

our facilities and paying property insurance. So we ask for your continued 

faithfulness in giving as you are able. 

 You are reminded that labelled envelopes can be dropped into the slot in 

the front door of the Manse. 

 Generally, those who would give electronically can do so by direct deposit 

to our account at Scotiabank, Warrens – 40274. You can also give via 

SurePay at a walk-in kiosk or using your online account. At SurePay you 

can make payments anonymously to the Moravian Church (Account No:  

1765-1768-0000, Name:  Sharon Moravian Church), or if you need your 

donations recorded for tax purposes and you have a box of envelopes; 

make payments to the Moravian Church (Account No:   1765-1768-0-[your 

3-digit envelope number], Name:   Your Name). Visit 

www.sharonmoravian.info/giving-monetary for these details.  

8. Remember to listen to the Moravian Radio Programme: “Moravian Voice” 

on Thursday mornings at 9:30 a.m. on Life 97.5 FM. 

http://www.sharonmoravian.info/giving-monetary
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 Our radio broadcast ministry Moravian Voice has been on the air for 

some 32 years, since Wednesday, July 18, 1990. We rejoice that we have 

been able to offer this ministry and we are thankful to all our listenership 

and all who hosted and provided content over the years. We are thankful 

to our congregations which faithfully sponsored the programme. 

 We invite you to tune in for inspiration and information to enable you in 

your Christian walk and service. 

 Moravian Voice will also be available on Instagram 

(www.instagram.com/moravianvoice/) and the YouTube Channel of the 

Moravian Church Barbados Conference 

(https://youtube.com/c/TheMoravianChurch-BarbadosConference). 

 You can email your comments and requests to:  

moravianvoice@gmail.com 

9. Sharon’s Bus is back on route on Sundays. Invite someone to get on board! 

The Route to Sharon: Quarry Road (8:40 a.m.), Padmore Village (8:45), 

Melrose, Edge Hill Terrace (8:50), First Ave. Jackson (8:55), Lodge Hill 

(9:00), Sharon (9:15).  Contributions to the Bus Fund are welcome. Envelopes 

are available from the vestry. 
 

 
 
 

Provincial Theme 2023:  
 

“SHIFT: Reclaiming Our Identity, Renewing Our Purpose, and Re-Igniting Our Passion” 
 

“Broadly speaking, renewing identity speaks of who we are as Christ-followers; renewing 

our purpose speaks to why the church exists; re-igniting our passion speaks to our 

willingness to share our faith with others. – Chairman of PEC 
 

 

 
 

PRAYER NEEDS: 

1. Our Shut-ins:  Sis. Aileen Bowen, Sis. Thora Moore, Sis. 

Patterson Williams 

2. The Sick/Recovering: 

 Of our congregation: Sis. Ansonia Cox-Burgess, Sis. 

Shanna King (USA), Sis. Lelia Gibbs 

3. God’s covering during the Hurricane Season. 

4. World Peace 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.instagram.com/moravianvoice/
https://youtube.com/c/TheMoravianChurch-BarbadosConference
mailto:moravianvoice@gmail.com
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AVAILABLE (Through the Church Office): 
 Moravian Daily Text 2023:  American Paperback Edition – $25 

 Offering Envelopes for 2023 – We invite each member of the congregation to receive a 

box of envelopes and thereby seek to faithfully support the work of the church. Please 

request that a box be provided for you if none has been provided as yet. 

 Sharon Burgundy Shirts:   Polos – $30   /   T-Shirts – $15    

 Copies of Sunday sermons on CD – $2.00.    

 Books:    

 Rev. Neilson Waithe: Understanding the Caribbean Worker– $25; Provocation – $20. 

   

 Rev. Dr. Winelle Kirton-Roberts: Created in Their Image: Evangelical Protestantism 

in Antigua and Barbados 1834-1914 – $50.    

 Rev. Dr. Joseph Nicholas: Baptism Is a Gift of God: As Such It Is More Than Water– 

$35.    

 Greeting Cards ($2.00) and Prints ($20.00) of a painting of Sharon Church. 
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